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He strove tcf systematize the proceedings whereby loans were
granted by the State to corporations, municipal or other, for
the execution of useful works, and to individuals for the im-
provement of their estates. A law indeed was enacted by
his Legislative Council for the purpose. Many of the muni-
cipalities largely availed themselves of the privilege he thus
secured for them, as they thereby obtained from Government
better terms than any they could obtain in the money market.
As regards the improvement of estates, landowners now borrow
but little from Government for this purpose save in times of
drought, when a demand usually arises for the lesser works of
irrigation; so the hopes formed in this respect have hardly been
realized.

All proposals for sanitation in large towns, and for sanitary
reform in the country generally, received Lord Mayo's sympa-
thetic attention.

In respect to internal improvement he greatly set his heart
upon founding what in some countries would be termed an
agricultural bureau. He thought more upon the improvement
of agriculture than any other Governor-General, and at first
seemed to cherish a hope that he might see a path of progress
opened amidst the maze of popular ignorance, though this hope
must have grown weaker and weaker as he gained experience
of the dead weight to be overcome. Every one had seen that
Indian agriculture was backward in comparison with European
countries, and might be improved, but none had known how
to promote such improvement. It was admitted that in-
struction in scientific agriculture ought to form part of the
national education in India; but, how this instruction should
be given, and of what it should consist, were questions far
from being solved. The experiments undertaken from time
to time were desultory and fruitless. The model farms,
established here and there, had failed to prove the practicability
of any improvement. Now, Lord Mayo wished to set up a
department of practical and scientific agriculture, which should
be a part of the ordinary administration, with its head-quarters
under the Government of India, and its branches under the